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Abstract: “A Welcoming Community
of Grace” presses the claim that, as a
community that bears the gospel, the
church should practice the discipline of
welcoming everyone. This points a
way forward for PC(USA)
congregations that requires the virtue
of forbearance. In our own place and
time, 1t will also distinguish the church
from many other communities.

Dr. DOUg las F. Ottati is the Craig Family Distinguished Professor of Reformed Theology and Justice at Davidson
College in Davidson, NC. For many years, he taught at Union Seminary in Richmond, VA. His scholarly interests include
contemporary theology and ethics and the history of theology and ethics, particularly in America. Doug is the co-general
editor of the multi-volume series, The Library of Theological Ethics. His recent books include: Theology for Liberal
Protestants: God the Creator, Theology for Liberal Presbyterians and Other Endangered Species; Reforming Protestantism:
Christian Commitment in Today’s World; and Hopeful Realism: Recovering the Poetry of Theology. Classes he teaches at
Davidson include Being Human, Basic Christian Beliefs, Prophetic Christianity in America During the 20th Century,
Reformed Theology and Ethics, Major Figures in Theology and Ethics: Jonathan Edwards and H. Richard Niebuhr, and
Seminar in John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion.
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