
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

 Reformation Sunday  October 25, 2026  

A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
(As we prepare to worship, please silence all mobile devices.) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS AND CONCERNS Mindy Douglas 
   Minute for Stewardship Karl Sims 

PRELUDE        Prelude                                          comp. William Harris 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Mindy Douglas 
Leader: Long ago, the breath of God hovered over the waters. 
People:  Let us remember the wonders that came forth. 
Leader: Long ago, the spirit of God descended upon the head of one so like us. 
People:  Let us remember this promise of love. 
Leader: Long ago, the fires of God filled a room of ordinary people. 
People:  Let us remember the call  

to see God working in all people and in all places. 
Leader: Long ago, the power of God inspired peoples  

to transform the landscape of the modern church. 
People:  Let us remember the priesthood of all believers,  

joined together through the Spirit of God. 
All:  Come, let us worship God! 

*HYMN NO. 624  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art TOULON 

*CONFESSION OF SIN John Weicher 
Call to Prayer  
Prayer of Confession 

Transforming God, 
you have shown us what it means to open ourselves to a new reality,  
yet we resist the call to change. 
We find comfort in the status quo,  
and the patterns of power in our world. 
We seek ways to hoard the harvest,  
instead of planting seeds in the vineyards of the earth.   
Forgive us for failing to open our hearts and minds  
to the transformation and renewal of our world. 
Reform our hearts,  
so we might imagine new ways of being and loving. 

Silent Confession 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

*REGATHERING HYMN NO. 769       For Everyone Born FOR EVERYONE BORN 

     Refrain: 
     And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
     yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Ben Bacon 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Leader:    Let us pray. 

     All:         God of our hearts,  
as we listen to your words this morning,  
may we be keenly aware of your eternal voice speaking to us  
and be transformed by the hope you have for us. Amen. 

GOSPEL READING 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Matthew 22:34-46 (Pew Bible, NT Page 25) 
Josie Bacon 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

Jonah 4:1-11 (Pew Bible, OT Page 861) 
Esther Hethcox 

 

SERMON  “Limitless Mercy”  Esther Hethcox 
(silent reflection)   
*HYMN NO. 394 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Mindy Douglas 

  DEDICATION OF OFFERINGS                                                                                                                         
Invitation to Give   John Weicher 

  Offertory Anthem By Grace comp. David Cherwien 
By grace you are saved. It is God’s gift. 
Through faith you are saved, not of yourselves. Is it the gift of God. 
Therefore, be like God, follow God as beloved children 
and walk in the way of love as Christ loves us. 

(The Hunger for Change Offering will be received following the anthem.) 
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    *Doxology  HOPSON 

 
NEW MEMBERS Mindy Douglas and Esther Hethcox  

Welcome & Introduction 
Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried;  

he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Renunciations 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Welcome 
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Hymn of Welcome           Will You Let Me Be Your Servant                  THE SERVANT SONG 
Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too. 
We are pilgrims on a journey; we’re together on the road. 
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE Mindy Douglas 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING John Weicher 
Leader:    The Lord be with you.  
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:    Lift up your hearts.  
People:    We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader:    We praise you for your glorious Word that spoke.  

And it was so.  
With just a word you created a universe of breathtaking beauty  
and tenderly breathed life into human beings made in your image.  
When we do not listen to you and follow our own desires,  
you do not leave us to our own devices but seek us out to make covenant,  
and you keep your word to us even when we break ours to you.  
You free us from bondage and give us the Word in your law,  
though we prefer idols of our own making and leaders of our own exaltation.  
Still you send prophets to preach to us the words of eternal life.  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels,  
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,  
and with all the faithful of every time and place,  
who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

All (sung):  
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Leader:        We give you thanks for the Word made flesh in Jesus of Nazareth,  
born out of words of affirmation to angelic annunciation: “Let it be.”  
And it was so.  
The Word uttered before the foundations of the earth  
cried out in a feeding trough to become for us bread of life, Passover lamb.  
He taught us how to follow your Word so that we might have life eternal  
and would not be quiet  
even when leaders exalted him on a cross of tortured shame.  
But you, O God, have the last word with the resurrection shout of victory,  
and so we cry, “Glory!”  

  Great is the mystery of faith: 
All (sung): 

 
 

Leader:        You continue to reveal yourself to us  
by teaching us as you walk with us along the way,  
stopping to break bread and commune with us in joy and in sorrow.  
And so we shout the good news: “The Lord is risen!” 

All:  He is risen indeed! 
Leader: Remembering all these gifts of your faithful Word throughout the ages,  

we take from your creation these gifts of bread and vine  
and offer them to you with our words of deepest thanks and praise,  
as we offer ourselves to the service of your Word at work in the world. 

All:  Let it be unto us according to your word!  
Dying you destroyed our death. 
Rising you restored our life. 

Leader: Lord Jesus, come again!  
Holy Spirit, holy breath, move once more among us  
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be for us a kingdom meal  
in the light of the Sovereign glory of Christ, our host.  
Unite and repair all brokenness in communion  
among us and within us and throughout the world.  
In your strength may we be fed to rise anew from this table  
to preach, pray and promote your eternal Word  
that is bringing all into accord with your promised glory. 
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All (sung): 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (IN UNISON) Ecumenical Version 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mindy Douglas and John Weicher 

*COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  
(The bread and the elements are gluten free and were prepared in a gluten-free area. We use 
grape juice in the cup. Servers will sanitize their hands prior to distributing the elements. As you 
are able, come forward to receive communion. The server will give you a piece of bread, which 
you dip in the cup. Parents, please assist children as they take bread and lightly dip it into the 
cup. After eating, please return to your seat. Anyone who is unable to come forward may remain 
in the pew to be served by the clergy.) 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION John Weicher 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
All: Eternal God, we give you eternal praise and thanks  

that you have drawn us into the communion of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord, the true bread of heaven and drink for eternal life.  
Grant us now this further benefit:  
that we may never forget these things,  
but hold them always in our hearts,  
so that we may grow in grace,  
increase in faith, and serve you in all we do.  
So may we live to the praise of your glory,  
and serve others even as in Christ you have served us;  
through Jesus Christ your Son,  
who in the unity of the Holy Spirit lives and reigns with you, O God,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
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*HYMN NO. 624  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art TOULON 

 

*HYMN NO. 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION Esther Hethcox 

*POSTLUDE Scherzo in 7/8 comp. Alan Ridout 
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*HYMN NO. 394 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
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*HYMN NO. 275  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG 
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Worship Notes 
 

  

First Presbyterian Church welcomes all who worship with us. 
Let us know you have joined us for worship by scanning the QR code 

to the left. For online giving, scan the QR code to the right.  
Sign In  Donate Online 

We honor and celebrate the human diversity and unity that God gives us in Jesus Christ. First 
Presbyterian welcomes individuals of every age, race, nationality, gender identity, ability, sexual 
orientation, and economic circumstance to participate fully in the life of the church.   
So that you may know who is sitting nearby, please sign the Friendship Pad, pass it along the pew,  
and then return it to the starting point, noting the names of those sitting near you. 
The flowers today are given by Fred and Jo Ann Moore to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Fred’s parents, Rev. John and Katherine Boyer Moore, and grandparents Rev. Elmer and Sarah 
Gladys Perkins Boyer, who all served as Presbyterian missionaries to Korea and China. 
Hunger for Change: Hunger for Change supports local and international hunger relief through the 
Presbyterian Hunger Relief Program. Your gift helps neighbors here in Durham and around the world. 
 The Lord’s Prayer when Holy Communion is celebrated:  From the beginning, one of the 
hallmarks of Reformed worship has been liturgy in the vernacular—in the common language of the 
people of God.  Many, however, continue to use the language of another era (the Tudor dynasty) when 
praying the prayer Jesus taught. We hope that by using this ecumenical version, new generations will 
learn and understand this prayer in a fresh way. 
Music is reprinted under OneLicense.net: A.713926.  
Childcare: A staffed nursery and children’s playroom are available on the second floor of the education 
building during worship. Activity bags and baskets are available in the foyer for children. Please return 
them to the foyer at the end of worship. 
Restroom locations: To the left and right as you exit the rear of the sanctuary; on the first and second 
floors of the education building; and on the first and second floors of the church house. There is an 
infant changing table in the restroom area located to the left as you exit the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

Upcoming Events 
Many of our events are posted in the bi-weekly newsletter. You may read past newsletters 
and join our mailing list at https://firstpres-durham.org/weekly-newsletter/ 

Souls to the Polls – Join us today, October 25, for Souls to the Polls. Meet at St. Joseph’s 
AME Church (2521 Fayetteville St.) around 1 p.m. to join the caravan to the early voting site at 
NCCU’s Turner Law School, or head straight to Party at the Polls at 2 p.m. at the Turner Law Building 
(640 Nelson St.; arrive by 1:30 for parking) for food and fellowship. Durham County residents can 
vote early that day; bring a photo ID. 
Trunk or Treat! – Bring your family and costumed kids to the FPC Parking Lot today, October 25, 
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. for an evening of candy, hot dogs, festively decorated trunks, a photo booth, 
and community fun! All members and neighbors are welcome. 
Daytimers’ Luncheon at Bullock’s – Fall is here, with turning leaves, football, cooler temperatures, 
comfort food, and plenty of falling acorns! Join the Daytimers for food and fellowship on Tuesday, 
October 27, at 11:30 a.m. at Bullock’s Barbecue, 3330 Quebec Street (off Hillsborough Road near 
Walgreens). Please note that Bullock’s accepts cash only. To RSVP, contact Mickey Velkey by email, 
phone, or text by Sunday, October 25, so she can send an accurate count to Bullock’s. 
Give Hope. Give Blood. – First Presbyterian is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive here at the church on 
Thursday, October 29, from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. One donation can help save multiple lives, and it takes 
just about an hour of your afternoon. Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments help the Red Cross plan. 
Reserve your time at tinyurl.com/fpc-durm-blood-drive-Oct-2026. 
Mahjong at FPC – Join us for Mahjong on Friday, October 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. All skill levels are 
welcome, whether you play often or are just learning, and experienced players are invited to help teach. 
Questions or interest in signing up? Contact Amy Wilson at alleamy@gmail.com or 919-741-0486. 
Halloween Sweet Potato Glean – Help prevent food waste and feed hungry neighbors on Saturday, 
October 31, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at First Fruits Farm! Meet in the church parking lot at 7:00 
a.m. to caravan. Costumes are encouraged, and you will be back in plenty of time for evening trick-or-
treating. Let us know you’re coming at tinyurl.com/fpc-sweet-potato-2026. 
Save the Date for Rock Creek Singers and Vox Virorum – Join us Friday, November 6, at 7 p.m. for 
a concert featuring the Rock Creek Singers, an ensemble of the Washington, DC Gay Men’s Chorus, 
along with Durham’s own men’s chorus, Vox Virorum. The evening will feature songs celebrating love 
and equality, from traditional choral music to pop and Broadway favorites. Admission is free, and 
doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
First Acts Reads The Desk Set – Join First Acts on Saturday, November 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. for a fun table reading of The Desk Set, a 1950s workplace comedy pitting sharp-witted 
officemates against new automation technology. Whether you prefer to read a role aloud or just sit back 
and listen, all are welcome. You can find the link to register in the weekly reminders email. 
Congregational Meeting – The Session has called a Congregational Meeting following worship on 
November 8. The purpose of the meeting will be to hear a brief report from the Personnel Committee 
with an action item.  

https://firstpres-durham.org/weekly-newsletter/
https://tinyurl.com/fpc-durm-blood-drive-Oct-2026
mailto:alleamy@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/fpc-sweet-potato-2026
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Somesgiving 2026: Our 4th annual Somethings-Giving (Somesgiving!!) is on Sunday, November 8th 
from 4-6 p.m. at Mary Ashley and Taylor’s house (see discord for address). Please RSVP no later than 
Sunday, November 1st using the link provided on discord. This event needs a lot of hands to happen. 
In addition to bringing a side or dessert to share, we need volunteers to bring tables and chairs. This 
event is outside, please dress accordingly. We hope to see you there! Please reach out to Pastor Esther 
if you have questions. 
2027 Worship Flowers Sign-Up Open – Reserve your preferred Sunday early through the online sign-
up sheet to provide sanctuary flowers for the 2027 worship schedule. 
Building Update: Rebuilding Together – Construction on our Rebuilding Together building project 
begins soon. Once construction begins, the Fellowship Hall will close, the kitchen will remain open, 
staff offices will be temporarily reconfigured, and some events may move offsite. Questions? Email 
Betsy Williams at office@firstpres-durham.org. 

New Members Joining Today: 

 

Stan Gergen & Lisa Gergen 
Lisa and Stan are married to each other and are enjoying retirement! Stan loves playing guitar 
and a little banjo, while Lisa enjoys cooking, reading, golf, and painting. They have an adult 
son named Chase and a dog named Roxie. 

 

Hyomin Gu 
Hyomin Gu was born and raised in South Korea. He has spent the last 8 years in Seoul, 
pursuing an undergraduate degree in Theology. Hyomin is currently a student at Duke 
Divinity School and is an AV/Media Intern at Goodson Chapel. 

 

Susie Kundrat & Audrey Vallance 
Lisa and Stan are married to each other and are enjoying retirement! Stan loves playing guitar 
and a little banjo, while Lisa enjoys cooking, reading, golf, and painting. They have an adult 
son named Chase and a dog named Roxie. 

 

Ian Njoroge 
Originally from Nairobi, Kenya, and raised in Durham, Ian recently returned to NC. Ian holds 
a B.S. from NCSU and a Ph.D. from Vanderbilt, and he currently works as a process engineer. 
He and his wife, Marsha Barrett, are parents to their four-year-old son, Felix. In his free time, 
Ian enjoys playing soccer, reading, and cooking. 

mailto:office@firstpres-durham.org
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Sid Stroupe 
Sid was born in raised in Cherryville, just west of Charlotte, and is a graduate of UNC 
Charlotte. He and his partner, Gary, recently returned to Durham and are both avid travelers. 
Sid has recently volunteered with a local historical museum as an interim director and has 
supported many other non-profits over the last 30 years. 

 

Kate Phillips 
Kate was born and raised in Huntsville, AL, but has since lived in Southern California, 
Arizona, Boston, Utah, and North Carolina. Kate works at the Forest History Society as a 
librarian/archivist and enjoys fiber arts and reading. 

 

Donna R. Strobel 
Born in Steubenville, Ohio, Donna was raised in the Presbyterian Church. She married her 
husband, James, after attending the University of Ohio and raised her two children Cynthia 
and James. Donna's career was dual - as a University president's wife and also as a realtor. 
Donna is now retired and likes to socialize in her community and support the young students 
working there. 

 

Josh Schneider & Emily Schneider 
Josh was born in Santa Monica, CA and grew up in Greensboro. Emily is a Durham native. 
They met at the University of Richmond and married in 2025. Emily works in public health 
informatics and Josh works in software engineering. In their free time, they enjoy running, 
hiking, trying new recipies, cheering on their favorite sports teams, and spending time with 
their dog Bo. 

 Annette Price 
Annette was born in Charlotte, raised in Greenville, and has lived in Durham for almost 50 
years. She is a retired nurse having worked as a NICU nurse at Duke for 40 years. Anne 
enjoys spending time with friends, going to DPAC shows, reading, and playing with her 
Goldendoodle, Queenie. 

 

Levi Flair 
Levi is Charlotte-raised and happiest outdoors: on a trail, on a bike, playing disc golf, or 
birding. Levi is a UX designer trying to make enterprise software a little less painful. His life 
is podcast powered, so send him your recommendations. 

 

Linn Wakeford 
Linn has just retired from serving on the faculty for the Master of Science Program for 
Occupational Therapy at UNC for the past 28 years. She's an avid reader and enjoys music, 
arts/crafts/sewing, and traveling to learn about new places. Linn loves the mountains and 
being outdoors. 
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Celebrations and Concerns of the Congregation ~ 
We Celebrate with: 
Lee Graves and Maddee McDowell welcomed a son, Graham Howard Graves, on October 13.  Lee is the 
son of Leah Graves. 
We Remember in Prayer: 
Judy Arrowood, as she heals from a fall and broken arm. 
Cesar Guajardo, preparing for knee replacement surgery this week. 
Robin Morey, whose father is entering hospice care. 
Tony Brown Paul Cornsweet Sam Crabtree Susan Cyr   
Sue Fricks  Joe Harvard  Kerry Holbrook  Lee House   
Ann Huff  Jenni James Aurelia Klinck Bob Lewis  
Harriett Mitchell Fred Moore Beth Neece  Franzi Rokoske 
Felicia Sprincenatu 
Care Communities: 
Croasdaile Pavilion: Dub Gulley, Alfred Tisdale Durham Ridge: Phillip Herndon 
Hillcrest Convalescent: Carol Wills        Pruitt Health - Durham: Fred Callaway   
Brookdale Senior Living: Debbie Mathews        Southpoint Atria: Madge McKeithen 
Chatham Ridge Assisted Living: John Fricks Arbor Terrace, Asheville: Mal King 

Family and Friends of the Congregation  
Ashley Alvord, colleague of Sharon Hirsch 
John Carter, brother of Conrad Carter 
Francisca Cristobal, relative of Al and Judy 
Arrowood  
Kim Cummings, father of Drew Cummings  
Sara Degand, cousin of Deborah Momsen-Hudson 
Minnie Sue Douglas, mother of Mindy Douglas 
Linda Foster-Momsen, mother of Deborah 
Momsen-Hudson  
Cheryl Fowler, friend of Cheri Reece  
Jennifer Hervey, daughter-in-law of Jeanne Hervey  
Larry Hethcox, father of Esther Hethcox 
Susan Hoffman, niece of Mickey Velkey 
Carl Holladay, friend of Jane & Robert Brawley 
Katie Jackson, wife of Matthew Hirsch 
Donna Johnson, mother of Ann Huff 
Anthony Ketcham, brother-in-law of Wil James 

Elizabeth Manceras, mother of Julio Manceras 
Sandra Mikush, mother of Katie Fogleman  
Ana Sofia Ochoa, family member of Becky Martin 
Patrick O’Neill, father of Brianna Bennett 
Janet Ouzts, sister of Celia Dickerson  
Rebecca Todd (“Toddie”) Peters, mother of Sophie 
Peters 
Bill Prochaska, friend of Al and Judy Arrowood 
Joe Quirk, stepfather of Tim O’Brien  
Annie Reaves, great-niece of Floalice and Robert 
Reaves 
Jean Shaffer, friend of Cheri Reece 
Lydia Still and Emory Grace, daughter and 
granddaughter of Kelli Hunnicutt 
Vivian Turner, mother of Donald Turner 
Jim Vacca, father of Jamie Chambliss 
Eric Wright, friend of FPC Durham 
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CHURCH STAFF 

 

 
 

 
For more information about First Presbyterian Church, email the church office: 
office@firstpres-durham.org or visit our website: https://firstpres-durham.org. 

 

305 EAST MAIN STREET      DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 27701     919.682.5511     ORGANIZED 1871 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE! 
Sunday, October 25 
Reformation Sunday 

9:45 AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s Faith Formation 
11:00 AM  Worship: Esther Hethcox, preaching;  

Communion & New Member Sunday; 
Hunger for Change Offering 

12:00 PM  Diaconate Meeting (Daye Meeting Room) 
1:00 PM  Souls to the Polls (St. Joseph’s AME) 
5:00 – 6:30 PM  Trunk or Treat (Parking Lot) 

Monday, October 26 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Walk-In Ministry 
1:30 PM  Worship Planning Meeting (Pastor’s Study) 
7:00 PM  Session Meeting (Watts-Hill Fellowship Hall) 

Thursday, October 29 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Walk-In Ministry  
1:00 – 6:00 PM  Red Cross Blood Drive 

Tuesday, October 27 
11:30 AM  Daytimers’ Luncheon (Bullock’s cash only) 
7:00 PM  Somethings Book Group (Associate Pastor’s 
Study) 

Friday, October 30 
10:30 AM  Yoga (Room 201) 
6:00 – 8:00 PM  Mahjong (Daye Meeting Room) 

Wednesday, October 28 
1:00 PM  FPC Staff Meeting (Room 209) 
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday, October 31 
7:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Sweet Potato Gleaning 

Sunday, November 1 
All Saints’ Sunday 

9:45 AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s Faith Formation 
11:00 AM  Worship: Mindy Douglas, preaching;  

communion celebrated; 
reading of the necrology 

12:00 PM  Diaconate Meeting (Daye Meeting Room) 
5:00 – 7:00 PM  Youth Group (Youth Room) 

Esther Hethcox, Associate Pastor 
Brandi Kirkland, Communications Associate 

Matthew Moore, Minister of Music 
Donald Turner, Facilities Associate 

John Weicher, Associate Pastor 
Betsy Williams, Church Administrator 

Janet Askew, Business Associate 
Lenore Champion, Director of Children’s Ministry 
Mindy Douglas, Pastor/Head of Staff  
Susan Dunlap, Parish Associate 
Omar Guess, Sr., Sunday Morning Sexton 
Joseph Harvard, Pastor Emeritus 
 
 

https://firstpres-durham.org/
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