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*Those who are able, please stand. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost Dedication Sunday November 16, 2025 

 

A SERVICE FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

(As we prepare to worship, please silence all mobile devices.) 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS AND CONCERNS Mindy Douglas 

Minute for Stewardship  Michael Roane & Chris Uithoven 

PRELUDE   Sonata in d minor (Adagio-Allegro) HWV 359a  

Noelle Barr, violin 

G.F. Handel 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Mindy Douglas 

Leader: 

People: 

Leader: 

People: 

All: 

Be glad and rejoice forever in what God is creating. 

With joy, draw water from the wells of salvation. 

Give thanks to God, call on God’s name. 

Make God’s deeds known through all the earth. 

Let us worship God. 

*HYMN Let Us Worship God with Justice Austria 

Let us worship God with justice,  

even as we sing and pray. 

Let us keep the fast God chooses  

on this day and ev’ry day. 

Lift your voice for liberation; 

speak the truth and never fear, 

for the God of our salvation  

even now is drawing near. 

Share your table with the hungry,  

share your plenty with the poor; 

when you see the tired and homeless  

offer them an open door. 

Comfort those who are afflicted; 

work to set the captives free. 

Live with kindness, never hiding  

from your human family. 

Then your light will shine like morning  

and your Savior will appear. 

You will call and God will answer:  

“faithful servant, I am here.” 

Then the Holy One will guide you;  

you will be like living streams. 

God will lift the fallen cities  

and restore the people’s dreams. 

Lift your voice for liberation; 

speak the truth and never fear, 

for the God of our salvation  

even now is drawing near. 

Keep the fast of faith in action  

on this day and every day. 

Worship God with peace and justice,  

even as we sing and pray. 
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*CONFESSION OF SIN John Weicher 

Call to Prayer   

Prayer of Confession 

God of mercy, 

 we confess that we have not been obedient children. 

We have grown idle in the work of discipleship, and weary in doing what is right. 

We have been selfish in our actions and insistent in claiming our rights. 

We have not honored the tradition of the apostles, or imitated the example of your saints. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Show us the way of repentance, free us from our weariness, 

  and strengthen us to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, through whom we pray. 

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon 

 *PASSING OF THE PEACE  

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

*REGATHERING HYMN NO. 712 V.2 As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought Forest Green 

A world in need now summons us 

to labor, love, and give, 

to make our life an offering 

that all may truly live. 

The church of Christ is calling us 

to make the dream come true: 

a world redeemed by Christ-like love, 

all life in Christ made new. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Candace Gunn 

Reader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Reader: Let us pray. 

All: Almighty God, 

  as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 

   reveal to us the way of salvation 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 that we may not grow weary in doing what is right. Amen. 

EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (Pew Bible, NT Page 210)  

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. Candance Gunn 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

EPISTLE READING 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 (Pew Bible, NT Page 206) 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord.                  Mindy Douglas 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

SERMON 
(silent reflection) 

 Mindy Douglas 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From A Declaration of Faith John Weicher 

The people of God have often misused God’s promises as excuses for doing nothing about 

present evils. But in Christ the new world has already broken in and the old can no longer be 

tolerated. We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom. But hope plunges us into the 

struggle for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, the church, and our 

individual lives. Hope gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, however 

invincible it may seem, for the new world and the new humanity that are surely coming. 

*HYMN NO. 700 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me I’m Gonna Live 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  Shelley Turkington 

“Light a Candle for Peace”  Shelley Murley 

Light a candle for peace, light a candle for love,  

light a candle that shines all away around the world. 

Light a candle for me, light a candle for you 

that our wish for world peace will one day come true. 

DEDICATION OF OFFERINGS  John Weicher 

Invitation to Give   

Offertory Anthem Loving Hands Cary Ratcliff 

Loving hands, we all need loving hands, for the sea and the sands cannot hold all the rain, 

all the tears and the pain. Where is God’s loving hand? 

Loving hands left a sign in the sand; strong his call: Jesus’ hands reach to all, reaching out, 

teaching all, looking up to see God’s loving hand, to be God’s loving hand. 

Giving hands, will there be giving hands? Healing hands, when we’re hungry or cold, 

people sick, people old can all hold onto God’s loving hand.  

Come be God’s loving hand. 

(Following the anthem, you are invited to come forward with your completed pledge card for 2026 

and/or your offerings for today and place them in one of the offering plates.  If you have already 

returned your pledge form, you may complete and place the enclosed Pledge Status card in the 

offering plate. Come with hearts gladdened by God’s grace and your own gratitude.) 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, you are the giver of every good gift.  

Accept these offerings we pray,  

 that through them we may do justice,  

  and love kindness,  

   and walk humbly with you,  

    our Sovereign and our God.  Amen. 

*Doxology with Alleluias Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia; Alleluia; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
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AFFIRMATION OF CONFIRMANDS John Weicher & Mindy Douglas 

Leader:  Friends in Christ, in baptism we make promises for our children,  

 for those who remain near, and for those who move far away;  

 for everyone whom the Lord our God calls. 

People:  We have promised to rely upon God’s grace as family, mentors and friends;  

 to live the Christian faith, and to teach that faith to you as children,  

 into your adulthood. 

Leader:  God has embraced you confirmands within this covenant of faith. 

People: We have promised, through prayer and example,  

 to support and encourage you throughout your life to be faithful Christians. 

Leader:  Christ has embraced you confirmands within this covenant of hope. 

People:  As members of the church of Jesus Christ,  

 we have promised to guide and nurture you, by word and deed,  

 with love and prayer, encouraging you to know and to follow Christ  

 and to be faithful members of Christ’s church. 

Leader:  You confirmands have been made members of Christ’s church,  

 the body of Christ, and joined to Christ’s ministry of justice, peace, and love. 

People: Our promises are binding. Our love is strong. Our intent is clear.  

 Because you have been chosen by God and are precious to God,  

 you are also precious to us. 

Leader:  The triune God will continue to embrace you within this covenant  

 because God’s love knows no end. 

All:  Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God  

 that is in Jesus Christ our Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Response Anthem Think of How God Loves You James MacMillan 

Think of how God loves you! He calls you his own children, and that is what you are. 

You have put on Christ; in him you have been baptized. Alleluia! 

Think of how… 
         

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) John Weicher 

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

(Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*HYMN NO. 643 Now Thank We All Our God Nun Danket Alle Gott 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Mindy Douglas 

*POSTLUDE  Fugue in D Johann Pachelbel 
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First Presbyterian Church welcomes all who worship with us. 

Let us know you have joined us for worship by scanning the QR 

code to the left. For online giving, scan the QR code to the right. 

 

  Sign In  Donate Online   

We honor and celebrate the human diversity and unity that God gives us in Jesus Christ. First 

Presbyterian welcomes individuals of every age, race, nationality, gender identity, ability, sexual 

orientation, and economic circumstance to participate fully in the life of the church.  So that you may 

know who is sitting nearby, please sign the Friendship Pad, pass it along the pew, and then return it 

to the starting point, noting the names of those sitting near you. 

The flowers today are given by Mary-Jo Keenan to the glory of God and in memory of Mary-Jo’s 

parents Edward & Ruth Anne Keenan. 

Ellie Everett, 11th grade, is one of our regular bulletin artists.  Her cover today speaks to all of the ways 

that we strive to be good stewards of the lives and gifts we have been given by God. 

This year's confirmation cohort is made up of eleven 8th and 9th graders: Sibu Admay, David 

Armstrong, Michael Baker, Colin Bethune, Logan Brown, Doran Cummings, Rory Dillon, Rhys 

McClain-Huslage, Cordi Ramont, Karl Sims and Tate Weicher.  Annie Gentithes, Cris Rivera and 

John Weicher are the teaching team. 

Volunteer in the Office: Our community members are looking to the church for support. Join us in 

serving them by volunteering in the office. 

Childcare: A staffed nursery and children’s playroom are available on the second floor of the education 

building during worship. Activity bags and baskets are available in the foyer for children. Please return 

them to the foyer at the end of worship. 

Restroom locations: To the left and right as you exit the rear of the sanctuary; on the first and second 

floors of the education building; and on the first and second floors of the church house. There is an 

infant changing table in the restroom area located to the left as you exit the rear of the sanctuary. 

Portions of today’s worship resources were reprinted from the Feasting on the Word. Music is 

reprinted under Onelicense.net: A.713926. 

Happening Today 

Children’s Choir will meet in the Christian Education building immediately following service for 

about 20 minutes.  

The Fellowship Committee will meet in Wilson Parlor following worship.  

The Renovations Information Session will be in Watts-Hill Hall following worship. 

Youth Group: Friendsgiving at 5pm in the Youth Room. Bring a random dish to share. 

 

Upcoming Community Events  
Many of our events are posted in the bi-weekly newsletter. You may read past newsletters 

and join our mailing list at https://firstpres-durham.org/weekly-newsletter/ 



6 

 

Yoga is offered at FPC on Mondays at 4:30pm (vinyasa flow class), and Fridays at 10:30am (chair yoga 

class). Contact Jane Wettach for more information at janewettach@gmail.com. 

You Are Not Alone meets on Tuesday, November 18 at 10:00am. This is a group for people with 

chronic health conditions. For more information, contact Susan Dunlap at susan.dunlap@duke.edu. 

First Friends is a fellowship group of FPC folks that tend to be 55 and older. Hope to see 

you at our next gathering on Saturday, November 22, at 6:30pm hosted by Carl Rist! Use 

the QR code to RSVP. 

FPDS Donation Drive: As part of our ongoing efforts to teach kindness, empathy, and 

community awareness with our little ones at First Presbyterian Day School we’ll be collecting non-

perishable food items and/or products for our upcoming Donation Drive. The drive will run thru the 

19th. The donated items will be shared with local families and community members in need during this 

season of giving.  

Here's a suggested list of items: 

1. Canned fruit/veggies/meat/beans/soup/dairy 

2. Cereal & Oatmeal 

3. Pasta/Rice/Lentils/Granola Bars 

4. Oils & Seasonings  

5. Dried fruits/beans 

6. Drink Mixes 

7. Paper products 

8. Hygiene Products 

9. Cleaning Products 
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~Celebrations and Concerns of the Congregation ~ 
 

We extend our love and concern to: 

Rachel, Alec, Colin, and Juliet Bethune upon the death of Rachel's father, Larry Dean Farrell. 

Mercy Ndambiri-Curlett upon the death of her brother, JohnLuusa. 

Timothy O’Brien & Mindy Douglas upon the death of Tim’s uncle, Al Bove. 

 

We remember in prayer: 

Adrienne Allison  Chris Brown Tony Brown Jean Cary 

Paul Cornsweet Sam Crabtree Susan Cyr Barbara Gerwe 

Kerry Holbrook Lee House Ann Huff Harriett Mitchell 

Franzi Rokoske Alfred Tisdale Mickey Velkey 

  
 

Care Communities: 

Croasdaile Pavilion: Dub Gulley   Durham Ridge: Phillip Herndon 

Hillcrest Convalescent: Carol Wills   Pruitt Health - Durham: Fred Callaway   

Brookdale Senior Living: Debbie Mathews  Southpoint Atria: Ginny Widmark  

 Madge McKeithen 

 

Family and Friends of the Congregation 

Julia Allen, grandmother of Amy Wilson 

Evan Breyer, grandson of friends of Jo Ann Moore 

Francisca Cristobal, relative of Al and Judy Arrowood 

Kim Cummings, father of Drew Cummings 

Denise Duffy, sister of Andy Henry 

Linda Foster-Momsen, mother of Deborah Momsen-Hudson 

Cheryl Fowler, friend of Cheri Reece  

Jennifer Hervey, daughter-in-law of Jeanne Hervey  

Katie Jackson, wife of Matthew Hirsch 

Donna Johnson, mother of Ann Huff  

Sandra Mikush, mother of Katie Fogleman. 

Martha Neece, sister-in-law of Vernon & Beth Neece 

Bill Prochaska, friend of Al and Judy Arrowood 

Wu-Chou Su, father of Claire Su  

Jim Vacca, father of Jamie Chambliss 

Randy Wymer, brother-in-law of Richard Anderson 
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CHURCH STAFF 

 

 
 

For more information about First Presbyterian Church, email the church office: 

office@firstpres-durham.org or visit our website: https://firstpres-durham.org. 

 

 

 

305 EAST MAIN STREET      DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 27701     919.682.5511     ORGANIZED 1871 

This Week at a Glance! 
Later Today 

Newsletter Deadline 

Following Worship 

Children’s Music for ages 6-11 (choir room) 

Fellowship Committee (Wilson Parlor) 

Renovation Meeting (Watts-Hill Hall) 

5:00 PM 

Youth Group – Friendsgiving (youth room) 

Monday, November 17 

11:30 AM 

Coalition for Affordable Housing & Transit (Watts-Hill Hall) 

1:30 PM 

Worship Planning (Pastor’s office) 

4:30 PM 

Yoga (Watts-Hill Hall) 

Tuesday, November 18 

Newsletter Release 

10:00 AM 

You Are Not Alone (Wilson Parlor) 

5:00 PM 

Finance & Investment Committee (Daye Meeting Room) 

Wednesday, November 19 

1:00 PM 

Program Staff Meeting (Pastor’s office) 

6:00 PM 

Stewardship Committee (Daye Meeting Room) 

7:00 PM 

Chancel Choir (choir room) 

Thursday, November 20 Sunday, November 23 

Christ the King 
 

9:45 AM  

 Faith Formation  

(Classes available for children, youth, and adults.) 

11:00 AM   

Worship w/Holy Communion; Mindy Douglas, Preaching 

12:15 PM 

Diaconate (Daye Meeting Room) 

Renovation Meeting (Watts-Hill Hall) 

Children’s Music (choir room) 

4:00 PM  

High Schoolers return (parking lot) 

5:00 PM   

Middle School Youth Group: Cookies and Care Packages 

(Brent’s Home) 

Friday, November 21 

High School Youth Group to Keep Awake 

10:30 AM 

Yoga (room 201) 

Saturday, November 22 

6:30 PM  

First Friends-giving (home of Carl Rist) 

RSVP below 

Omar Guess, Sr., Sunday Morning Sexton 
Joseph Harvard, Pastor Emeritus 
Esther Hethcox, Associate Pastor 

Sybil King, Administrative Assistant 
Kathy Parkins, Minister of Music 

John Weicher, Associate Pastor 

Shakira Bethea, Church Administrator 
Tom Bloom, Business Administrator 
Lenore Champion, Children’s Ministry Director 
Vernon Cooper, Sexton 
Mindy Douglas, Pastor/Head of Staff  
Susan Dunlap, Parish Associate 
 
 

https://firstpres-durham.org/



